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Dear Parents,
September 8, 2009
Assalaamu Alaikum:
I would like to welcome you to the 2009-2010 School Year for the social studies curriculum. With the help of Allah and our combined dedication this will be a year full of success, learning and fun for the students. I will like to introduce myself, give a little about my background and next explain the curriculum I have planned for the year.

My name is Faduma (Fatima) Abdullahi, I am originally from Somalia but grew up in the United States and Canada, and went to both high school and college here.  I received my bachelor’s degree in History and African American studies from George Mason University. I am very passionate about learning history and implementing what I have learned both in school and also in the work field. I taught pre-school before joining Washington Islamic Academy. I have experience working with middle school children, I was part of the Fairfax youth group that implemented programs that encouraged and paved the way for children from immigrant parents to have access to college education. 

I will be the 3rd grade homeroom teacher, and also the social studies teacher for grades 1-7. The curriculum for the 5th, 6th, and 7th grade there will be a weekly journal entry due, worksheets and quizzes and tests. There will be a different topic each week. There will be weekly letter sent home, to touch on what we learned the previous week, and what will be taught in the coming week. For field trips and huge projects there will be amble time given for the parents to know about it. We will participate in hands on activities; take part in field trips and there will be moments in class where the children will be teaching their peers through presentations and group projects.
Not only will we be learning history but in the process will be improving the reading and writing skills of the students. Since social studies is set up in way to entice the intellect of the students, there will be additional readings assigned to encourage the interest in learning. 
Please let’s make this a partnership, I ask that you work with me when it comes to homework assignments, and, also reading with your child every night.  You are always welcome in my classroom and suggestions and advice is always welcomed.  I look forward to meeting all of you, and I hope we can work together to make this a fun and productive year!

Yours Kindly,
Ms. Fatima Abdullahi

Social Studies Teacher Grades 1-7

Washington Islamic Academy

Homework Schedule and Policy

I will be following the homework guidelines as outlined in the handbook. The homework assignments that social studies students receive will not be more than 30 minutes.  This is excluding the reading for social studies, and the reading log for leisure in which the student picks any book of their choice but must record it in the reading log. 

Social studies homework will be given on Wednesdays; the following is homework completion time for each grade.

First grade
-
20-25 minutes


Second grade
-
25-30 minutes


Third grade
-
25-60minutes


Fourth grade
-
25-60 minutes


Fifth grade
-
50-60 minutes


Sixth grade
-
60-120 minutes


Seventh grade
-
60-120 minutes

Evaluation Scheme
Each subject will be evaluated according to the following scheme:

· Tests and examinations: [60%] At least three tests will be given each quarter. At the end of the fourth quarter, a quarterly examination will be given that may also cover material covered during other quarters. Study questions will be provided for it at least one week before the exam. This exam will carry 25% weight leaving 35% for the other tests.

· Homework: [20%]  each quarter, the quantity of the homework will determine 10% of the total grade and another 10% will be based upon the quality of the homework.

· Class work and presentations: [20] Quantity:10% Quality: 10%

· Reading logs for social studies, not graded but students will earn points toward a reward for completing their reading log each quarter

I believe that learning begins at home. You are by far the strongest and most important teacher(s) in your child’s life. I encourage you, as the parent(s), to make time for your child for homework assistance and for simply talking to your child about his/her day and also reading with your child every night, reading at night brings the love of reading and improves the child’s self confidence when reading out loud. Your loving encouragement and support are vital to your child’s success in life. 
