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The Official Newsletter of Washington Islamic Academy

Welcome to the 2009

Bismillahi Rahmani Ra-
him. Assalamu alaikum
and welcome to an excit-
ing -

new A

N
Tazr x

school year! We are
pleased to share the first
issue of our bi -weekly
newsletter.

It was given its name

because our school mas-
cot, voted on by the stu-
dents last year, is the
WIA Shooting Star.

A shooting star is a sym-
bol of beauty and
strength; it lights up the
night sky, mystifying its
viewers, while also serv-
ing as a weapon of the
angels to deter the shay-
tan.

It is our mission to guide
and condition our stu-

From the Desk of Dr. Sultan...

Welcome again to the
new school year of 2009-
2010. Alhamdulillah, the
first week of school has
gone quite smoothly, in
spite of some minor
shags. Most of the par-
ents were here on Tues-
day morning along with
their children. They
joined us in the first as-
sembly program, where
all the homeroom room
teachers and staff were
introduced to them. After
the introduction, the stu-
dents were taken by their
homeroom teachers to
their respective class-
rooms where detailed
orientation was given
about the classroom pro-
grams and procedures.
This was followed by an-
other assembly program
where | provided a short
introduction to the goals

and characteristics of an
Islamic school, such as
WIA. In addition, impor-
tant policies and proce-
dures from the parents -
student handbook were
also highlighted to the
students.

Ay a of the week: transla-
tion and reference. Each
student is to memorize
this verse. It is customary
that the principal usually
gives the khutbah on this
verse, at the level of the
children.

Quite a few parents came
to see me and expressed
their delight over the
changes and improve-
ments that have been
brought about during this
new academic year; in-
cluding the increased
enrollment (approx. 175),
our well -qualified new
faculty members, and our

- 2010 School Year!

dents so that they will
also be seen in this way;
beautiful in manners and
character, strong in faith,
knowledge, and values.

We hope you enjoy this
and all future issues,
filled with important
dates and information,
photographs and articles.

If you have any sugges-
tions or comments, please
contact us at:

wianewsletter@gmail.com

Montessori program. The
Montessori program is
indeed a well -established
and well -reputed method
of teaching that high-
lights the creativity of the
children. We are all very
excited about it and we
hope that with your sup-
port, this will certain
fortify our early childhood
education program.
Please accept my heart-
felt greetings for the
month of Ramadan and
for the upcoming Eid ul -
Fitr. Many thanks for
your expressions of sup-
port and assistance!

Volumel, Issuel
September 11, 2009

Important Upcoming
Dates:

1 September 21: Eid Holiday

1 September 25: Open House
and Pot-Luck Eid Dinner

WIA Staff

Dr. Talat Sultan
Principal
dr_talatsultan@yahoo.com

Halima Abdi
Administrative Assistant
wiaoffice@gmail.com

Mary Caruso
Special Assistant
mcaruso.wia@gmail.com

Rabha Oumorghi
Custodian

WIA Faculty

Shazia Shariff
Pre-Kindergarten
teacher_shazia_shariff@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Salima Ahmed

Kindergarten [A]
teacher_salima_ahmed@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Halimah Thaxton

Kindergarten [B]
teacher_endy_thaxton@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Rola Chanaa

1st Grade [A] Homeroom, Math
teacher_rola_chanaa@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Suha Al -Somiri

1st Grade [B] Homeroom
teacher_suha_al -somiri@
washingtonislamicacademy.org
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Get Connected & Help Us Save Trees

Out of the loop? Get connected:

WIA maintains a Yahoo Group
(emailing list) called

WIA_FAMILY @yahoogroups.com

which serves as the primary way to
communicate with and update parents

on the various school events and activi-

ties. This yahoo group is also used to
inform parents of emergencies and
unexpected school closings. It is impor-
tant that all parents have an active
email account subscribed to this list.

We plan to send the bulk of our corre-

spondence through email and handouts
snai

this year, not
that you check your email at least once
per week to stay informed.

To subscribe
Please send an email to:

WIA_Family -
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Also, please cc: wiaoffice@gmail.com

so we can keep a copy of your email
address on file.

In addition, it is extremely critical that

all parents stay connected with their
childrenf6s teachers.
sending H.W. assignment schedules

and announcements to the following

yahoo parent
groups. If you
want to re- @/
ceive those b
BMAlS, PlEASE
subscribe to

one or more of the following groups by

sending an email to:

 WIA-prekParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

I M&yiakgipdrdntd-S | mportan
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

M  WIA-kg2Parents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

WIA-1stGrade-a-Parents-
subscribe @yahoogroups.com

 WIA-1stGrade-b-Parents-
subscribe @yahoogroups.com

{ WIA-2ndGradeParents-
subscribe @yahoogroups.com

Parent -Student Handbook,
Drop Off & Dismissal Procedure

The new Parent -Student Handbook has

been sent through the WIAfamily email
and is now available for you to view
online. Please make sure you review it
carefully and are aware of all policies
and procedures. Please sign the ac-
knowledgment form (also attached to
this newsletter) and return it to the
office on Monday.

The Dismissal Procedure, outlined in
the handbook (pg. 6), is as follows:

Drop Off & Pick  -Up

Students are required to be on the
school grounds by 8:00 A.M.

During the first week, parents may
bring pre -K students to their classroom
and sign in no earlier than 7:45 AM.
Please make sure the teacher is aware
of your chil dds
week, parents will not be allowed to go

arri

to the classroom and children should be
left in the custody of the receptionist.

Parents may bring all other students

up to the gate without entering the
building themselves. No child should be
left alone in the parking lot.

All students must be picked up
in their cars as they approach
the school yard. Each car
must display the name of the
student on its dash board...

All students must be picked up in their
cars as they approach the school yard.
Each car must display the name of the
student on its dash board and move t
fast after picking up the student. Those

t

 WIA-3rdGradeParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Teachers wil/l be
I WIA-4thGradeParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
 WIA-5thGradeParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

 WIA-6thGradeParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

I WIA-7thGradeParents-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please note that you do not have to
have a yahoo account to join a yahoo
group. When you receive an email
from yahoo to confirm your subscrip-
tion, choose option 2 to subscribe you
without having to have a yahoo ac-
count.

If you have any trouble subscribing to
either the WIA_FAMILY or any of the
yahoo parent groups, please send an
email to Br. Amer, one of our parent
volunteers, for help:

amer_chanaa@yahoo.com
Thank you,
WIA Office

who need to
chat with oth-
ers must park their car first.

All students should only be picked up
by an authorized individual by 3:30

PM. If any changes are made for pick -
up, the school must be notified in writ-
ing or the child will not be released.

To alleviate drop off and pick up confu-
sion, parents, guardians or authorized
individuals should not remain in the
building or the grounds and engage in
conversation with the teachers, staff, or
other individuals.

Late Pick -Up

After 3:45 P.M., teachers will leave
their left over students with the Office.
Parents will be charged $10:00 or pro-
portionate [Minimum of $2:00] for the
first one half hour. After 4:15 pm, the
charges will be $1.00 per minute.
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How Can We Help You?

Parents are welcome to visit the school by
appointment only. We hope you can appre-
ciate that we donét
building at dismissal/arrival time; this

helps things to run more smoothly.

to meet with the principal, Dr. Sultan, or
the office assistant, Sr. Halima. We cannot
w i assure that you will be tended to in a
timely manner if you come to do business
at the beginning or end of the school day.
Please call ahead to make sure that we
Please make an appointment if you need can best serve you.

Thank you for your patience!

Office Hours: 8:00 @ 4:00
Dismissal Times:

Pre -K: 3:20

KGn 7th Grade: 3:25

Friday Dismissal Times:
Pre -K: 2:35
KG fi 7th Grade: 2:40

Open House and Pot  -Luck Eid Dinner:
September 25th

We welcome you to join us on Friday, the Open House & Eid Dinner

25th of September, for our Open House and
Pot-Luck Eid Dinner Celebration!

Dond6t miss this
your chil dods
network with other parents.

opporteuti
teacher s,

After dinner, there will be a meeting with

the parents to discuss
Parent Teacher Association (PTA), including
nominations for PTA officers. A

S T —

We need your help to make this event a suc-
cess. We ask that everyone brings a dish or
supplies of some sort to share with friends.
We need a volunteer to help us coordinate
the dish and supply sign -up; until we find
someone to fill this role, we ask that you
please just keep in mind what you would like
to bring and wait for further instructions. We
also need volunteers to ask the local busi-
nesses to sponsor the dinner.

Schedule
6:00f 7:00 Open House
7:00f 7:15 Maghrib Prayer
7:15f 8:15 Pot-Luck Dinner
If you would like to help out with coordinat-

ing, set-up, clean-up, serving (of food), or
decorating, please contact

8:15f 8:45 Meeting of the

) . Parents
Sr. Mary: mcaruso.wia@gmail.com

We hope to see you all there!
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Aisha Asghar

2nd Grade Homeroom, I.S.
teacher_aisha_asghar@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Faduma Abdullahi

3rd Grade Homeroom, S.S.
teacher_faduma_abdullahi@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Rawhia EI  -Mahdy

4th Grade Homeroom,

Quran & Arabic
teacher_rawhia_el -mahdy@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Hana Salim

5th Grade Homeroom, Science
teacher_hana_salim@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Ola Ayoub

6th Grade Homeroom, L.A.
teacher_ola_ayoub@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Merbiye Mollayaqub

7th Grade Homeroom, Math
teacher_merbiye_mollayakup@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Afifa Asghar

Language Arts
teacher_afifa_asghar@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Kadria Mohamed

Arabic
teacher_kadria_mohamed @
washingtonislamicacademy.org

n dgSanaEl -Khateeb

Arabic, Quran, I.S.
teacher_sana_el-khateeb@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Amal Kabbara

Quran
teacher_amal_kabbara@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Salwa Kamel

Physical Education
teacher_salwa_kamel@
washingtonislamicacademy.org

Ahmad Alzzawi

Computers
teacher_ahmed_alzzawi@
washingtonislamicacademy.org
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Fridays at WIA: Pizza Ayah of the Week
and Early D|Sm |Ssal Each week, we select one ayah from the Quran to focus on. Stu-

dents are asked to memorize the ayah ahead of time. During the

. . . assembly program, students are quizzed to test their knowledge;

E\{ery Frldgy, starting n~ext week (Friday the 18@’ we . thezy take turns leading the stud?nts in the rec}i1tation and transla-

will insha6Allah provide Pig affor s'e_lle e princitalbs tjme. I f
. . ion of the ayah. On Fridays, the principal bases his Jummah

your child would like to pur-

. . khutbah on the Ayah of the Week in a way that the children can
chase (cheese) pizza on Fri-

day, please send $1 with him/ understand.

her for one slice or $2 for two This weekf6s BAg@hye2wh83believe! Fast
slices. There is a limit of two scribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that ye may

slices per child. (learn) self -restraint, -6

Ayah for the next two weeks: 2:185 fi185. ORamadhan is
(month) in which was sent down the Qur'an, as a guide to man-

kind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between right

and wrong). So every one of you who is present (at his home) dur-

ing that month should spend it in fasting, but if any one is ill, or on

a journey, the prescribed period (Should be made up) by days later.

Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want to put to

difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and

to glorify Him in that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall

Check out Our School! be grateful.g

An even more important re-

minder : Dondt forget that
every Friday, we have early

dismissal. This is to allow our teachers to have a weekly
meeting after school. We will begin dismissal at 2:35 for
the Pre -K and 2:40 for the older students.

Washington Islamic
Academy

6408 Edsall Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22312

Phone: 703-941-6977
Fax: 703-941-6273
Office E -mail:
wiaoffice@gmail.com




