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PTA Meeting Sunday, November 1st

Did you fill out a question-
naire? The PTA is trying to
get organized, elect officers,
and get started on important
projects. Some of the most
motivated parents have been
trying to get your input to
ensure that your voice is
heard. If you didn’t fill out a
survey, make sure that you
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attend the upcoming meeting
so you are not left out. If you
did fill it out, great...take
the next step, which is to act
on your opinions.

We hope to see every parent
in the cafeteria on Sunday,
November 1st.

The PTA will revisit its mis-
sion statement, choose lead-
ers, and get started on brain-
storming and goal-setting.
Some possible projects for
the year include renovating
the basement for use by stu-
dents and tenants, establish-
ing a school library, improv-
ing school security, school
expansion, playground estab-

Student Shura Council Elections

This is the second year we
will host a student govern-
ment, the Student Shura
Council. We have sent home
information with 1st—7th
graders interested in running
for a position. In order to
run for a position, they will
need to turn in two forms to
their Social Studies teacher;
one shows parent’s approval
and the other states which
position they would like to
run for on one side and rec-
ommendations from two
teachers on the other side.
Forms should be turned in by
Monday, October 26th. No
late forms will be accepted
(except for excused ab-
sences).

The Student Shura Council
can benefit your child in

several ways, including giv-
ing a sense of responsibility
and ability to impact others
in a positive way.

The Council is responsible
for representing the student
voice and increasing student
satisfaction, increasing
school spirit, planning activi-
ties, helping with fundrais-
ing initiatives, and setting a
good example to other stu-
dents. Officers are required
to attend meetings, which
are usually held during lunch
and recess, either weekly or
biweekly.

Students interested in run-
ning must be willing to at-
tend meetings, participate

in activities, and should be
able to maintain an average
grade of C+.

lishment, and general fund-
raising for school needs.

It really takes a community
to keep a school running
smoothly. We need help from
dedicated parents like you to
assist the school with fund-
raising, daily school tasks, IT
solutions, teacher assistance,
student supervision and
more. If you are unable to
offer your time, your opin-
ions and your wallet can also
help us to meet our needs.

The establishment and main-
tenance of Islamic schools is
the responsibility of all of us.
Please do what you can and
keep the school and students
in your duas.

See you on November 1st!

Notes From the

Office: Past Due
Tuition Policy

Parents, please make sure
you submit your tuition pay-
ments on time; the first of
each month. Payments made
after the 3rd of the month
will be charged a $25 late
payment
fee. After
the 5th, a
$50 late
fee will
apply. Any
payments
still not made (or late fees
not paid) after the 13th of
the month will result in the
withdrawal of the child from
classes. (The policy regard-
ing past due tuition fees was
sent last week. If you did
not receive it, please us
know.)
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Important Upcoming Dates:

e Nov. 1: PTA Meeting

e Nov.2: Teacher’s Work
Day; No school for stu-
dents

e Nov.6: Teachers’ Work-
shop, Parent-Teacher Con-
ferences; Grade Report
Cards distributed. No
school for students

e Nov.9: Second Quarter
begins.

Ayah of the Week:
o Week of Oct. 26-30:

49:11— “O ye who believe!
avoid suspicion as much (as
possible): for suspicion in
some cases is a sin: and spy
not on each other, nor speak
ill of each other behind their
backs. Would any of you like
to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? Nay, ye would ab-
hor it...but fear Allah: for
Allah is Oft-Returning, Most
Merciful.

o Week of Nov. 2-6:

(Continuation of ayah
49:11)




Security at WIA

Security has improved a
great deal since the be-
ginning of the school year.
The main door is locked
all the time and can only
be opened by the office.
The back doors will soon
be provided with an
alarm system. We have
received help from par-
ents during the Friday
prayer and are hoping
that others will sign on
soon for other time slots.

Parents have expressed
their concern regarding
the security during the
1:00 Friday prayer that is
open to the community.
Although we have never
had an incident, we have
taken precautions to en-
sure that the children are
safe. We do not allow any
students to pass through
the lobby from 1 pm to 2
pm on Fridays (the Pre-K

M

and KG B
bathrooms

are available for students
who need to use them).
The doors that lead to the
classrooms are locked.
Recently, we have also
had some parents volun-
teer to make sure that
the doors are locked and
that no community mem-
bers try to go beyond the
musalah area.

We ask that you assist us
in our efforts to keep your
children safe in the fol-
lowing ways:

e  Parents should not
come inside the
building unless they
have an appoint-
ment. In the begin-
ning few weeks of
the year, the parents
are allowed to come
in, especially pre-K
parents so the child

can adjust better to
the environment. But
several weeks have
passed so it is no
longer acceptable for
even Pre-K parents.
It’s also better from
the point of view of
the child’s own
growth and develop-
ment to be less de-
pendent on the par-
ents.

Please purchase the
roller backpacks for
carrying the books
and urge your child
not to bring home all
of their books every
day. This will make
it easier on the child
and they won’t need
your assistance to get
to class in the morn-
ings.

We need volunteers
in the morning who
are willing to commit
themselves as per-
manent security and
attendance workers.

This will help us to
ensure that proce-
dures are being fol-
lowed properly.

e  All visitors and vol-
unteers should sign
in at the office and
will be given a badge
to identify them-
selves.

e If someone other
than yourself is pick-
ing up your child,
please send a signed
note with the child to
give to the office.

e At dismissal time,
please make sure
that you remain in
your car and that you
have your child’s first
and last name dis-
played on the
dashboard.

With your compliance and
assistance, we will be well
on our way to a safer and
more efficient WIA!

Stay Connected Just Say No...to Halloween

All mathaheb (schools of thought) agree
that celebrating Halloween is not ac-
ceptable in Islam and we should re-

Want to receive a weekly schedule of your child’s assign-
ments? Make sure you're signed up for the yahoo group that
is set up for each grade level. Teachers use this email group
to send the schedules and important messages. If you want
to stay connected, please subscribe to one or more of the
following groups by sending an email to:

frain from allowing our children to
engage in it. Trick-or-treating, jack-o-
lanterns, wearing costumes and other traditions of this
pagan holiday are strongly discouraged, and are con-

WIA-prekParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
WIA-kg1Parents-suscribe@yahoogroups.com
WIA-kg2Parents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

WIA-1stGrade-a-Parents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

sidered to be forms of shirk.

Talk to your kids about Halloween and why we don’t
participate. Remind them that everything we do
should please Allah and that we have our own holi-
days, the two Eids...to them their way and to us ours.

e  WIA-1stGrade-b-Parents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Flu Shots: Protect Your Family

e  WIA-2ndGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
*  WIA-3rdGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Some students have already been sent home with flu-
like symptoms. Please make sure your child receives
the flu vaccine. Check with your doctor for recommen-
dations. Flu shots will be available at Alexandria hospi-
tal Oct. 30th

For more information, browse the CDC website:

e  WIA-4thGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
e  WIA-5thGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
e  WIA-6thGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

e  WIA-7thGradeParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

www.cdc.gov/vaccines




Dads Make A Difference

The Importance of Father-
hood

Fathers play an important
role in the development of
their children and in the
success of families. The
involvement of two caring
parents has many positive

effects on children and
families.
e The family is more

likely to live above the
poverty level and in a
stable residence.

e  Children have higher
self-esteem and are
less likely to succumb
to peer pressure.

e  Children have fewer
problems in school and
stay in school longer.

e  Children have longer
lasting relationships
and a better chance for

a successful marriage.

e  Children have better
coping skills and can
adapt to change more
easily.

Ways fathers can be active
and involved in their chil-
drends |lives

| et

e Dondt
all the fun! Spend time
caring for and playing
with your children.

Child Supervision Guidelines

The following represent minimally acceptable standards for
the supervision of children. These guidelines have been
developed by social work professionals in collaboration with

the community.

7 years & under - Should
not be left alone for any
period of time. This may
include leaving children
unattended in cars, back-
yards, and playgrounds. The
determining consideration
should be the dangers in the
environment and the ability
of the caretaker to inter-
vene.

8 to 10 years - Should not
be left alone for more than
1% hours and only during
daylight and early evening
hours.

11 to 12 years - May be left
alone for up to 3 hours, but
not late at night or in

circumstances requiring

inappropriate responsibility.

13 to 15 years - May be left
unsupervised, but not over-
night.

16 to 17 years - May be left
unsupervised (in some
cases, for up to two con-
secutive

overnight periods).
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e Get to know your
child. How do they
learn, what do they
like, what are they
good at?

e Show affection. Say “I
love you” and give
hugs. Children need to
know they are wanted
by their families.

e Be a role model for
your child . Always
speak respectfully to
your child and model
behaviors you would
like to see. Your child
learns from your exam-
ple.

e Spend time together
as a family. Eat a meal
together, go for a
walk, or play board
games. Spending time
together gives children
a chance to talk about
what they are doing or
would like to do.

Whenever any child is unsu-
pervised/unattended the
following should apply:

There must be no emo-
tional, medical, or behav-
ioral
problems that affect judg-
ment or decision-making
skills.

® The child must be com-
fortable being alone.

® Youth must have a safety
plan worked out with the
parent/ caretaker that
includes:

1. How to access a parent
or other responsible
adult at all times
(including knowing the
parent/ caretaker’s
whereabouts and hav-
ing a telephone num-
ber where the parent
can be reached).

2. What to do in case of
an emergency.

Read to your child.
Start reading to your
children when they are
young. As they get
older have them read
to you or ask your child
to read on their own.

Talk to your child and
not only when he or
she is being disci-
plined. Ask your chil-
dren about their daily
activities. Listen to
their ideas and prob-
lems. Praise your chil-
dren often.

Spend time one-on-
one with your child.
Family time is impor-
tant, but so is one-on-
one time. Children
learn a lot from the
different ways their
parents interact with
them.

www.dadsmakeadifference.
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3. Guidelines for acceptable
behavior.

4. Knowledge of emergency
telephone numbers.

Youth must demonstrate
the ability to follow the
safety plan and to make
decisions that reflect con-
cern for personal safety.

REMEMBER,
these are guidelines

There may be situations, even
within these guidelines, when
it is not safe to leave a child
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nsupervised.

arents are ultimately respon-

sible
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making decisions about

their
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hild’s safety.

Fairfax County Department of
Family Services Child Protec-
tive Services



